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The First Noble Eugenic Baby-NowWhat !

¥71he Easiest Part of Our American
Duchess of Roxburghe’s Interesting
fxperiment Qver--Here Are Her
Unique
Future
Difficulties

uL the world naturally takes a sympathetio interest
[\ in the long and remarkable efforts of the American

Duchess of Roxburghe to produce & mals heir to
pr husband's dukedom.

Duchess planned In the first place to have a aon,
jd in the second to bring him up on modern, strictly
ggenic principles, so that he might become 28 nearly

ect as possible, physically and mentally, and a credit
jthe anclent title which he will inherit from his father
il the great fortune of §25,000,000 whioh he will In-
Ht from his mother.
T8e Duchess, who was Miss May Goelet, daughter of
g late Ogden Goeletl, of New York, was married to the
ke in 1903. She has, therefore, spent ten years walt-
flor the fulfilment of the first part of her plan. It s
i that she consulted the celebrated Professor Schenk,
Mlenna, in order to secure the birth of & son. In ac-

e with his well-known theorles, she abstained

gar and other articles of diet, the presence of

in the mother’'s system he believes to ald in the
tion of female chlldren.

most distinguished modorn biologists, however,

ldlng Professor Jacques Loeb, declare that it {5 Im-
Esible to control the production of sex. The paternal
finenis, they say, always contaln germs of both male
b female characters, and it i entirely a matter of
tldent which of the two accomplishe- the final fertili-
o,
-mr cage, the Duchess, In securing the birth of a
B, must be rezarded as having achieved only the ensler
of her great task. To bring up the son of a Duke
Roxburghe and a GGoclet to be sugenically perfect will
85 difficult an undertaking in itg llne as it {8 possible
eonealve,
Blgenics, or the scler o of producing a fine
; hae recently been brought to something
proaching an exact sclence, chiefly

h the study of heredity.

» In order to have a perfect
4, the two parents must first of
98 in perfect physical and men-

‘Beelth. ‘The Roxburghe baby
iy fulfils this conditlon, since
$ Duke {5 a good physical speci-
 &nd the Duchess, though slight
Mellcate, {s apparently {n good

18 In dealing with earlier he-
! characteristics that the
888 will meet with the greatest

* wellnlgh hopeless difficulties.

Biclencs of heredity teaches the
o the alternation of geners-

. whereby the offspring re-

i85 & more remota ancestor in

direct line, the alterstion be-

8 regular or {rreguler rhythm.
g to this law 1t s necessary,

fder to be eugenically perfeot, that a baby should

‘perfect ancestors for many generations past,

W the evil qualities of a long past generation may

8y time crop out in full force in 8 new generatfon.

8 prospect of what may happen to a Roxburghe

inder thils law {s slmply appalling. The Roxburgha

#iry begina In the Middle Ages with red-handed free-
of the Scottish border, who dellghted In surpris-

nelghbors by night and slaughtering them In
i beds. All the most brutal elements of the Middle

#are represented in these border famllies, such as

Mers of Cessford, who were the original ancestors

® Duke of Roxhurghe.

Ethe family riges in Importance, & more highly de-
| sensuality iz added to the earlier elementa of
Y. The firet Earl of Roxburghe took sn Import-

PATL in the drama of Intrigue and assassination that

%8d the tragic reign of Mary Queen of Scots, and

# his fortune by betraying her.

UM that time the Roxburghes were In the highest

R Of the British arlstocracy. We find the Earl of
Bl of the tims of Charles II. a favorite compan-

king. He revelled in the extraordinarily
court life of the Restoration, when the drama

White slave"” plays seem modest by comparison

Mt hls days and nights in carousing with the

" kiog and hlg favoi..es, Nell Gwynn, Barbara
Rochester and the rest of them.

Many alarming elements enter into tne
Duke's ancestry besides those traceable to the
direct line. Through his mother he is a de-
scendant of the famous Duke of Marlborough,
who founded his fortune by blackmasailing a
king's mistress, by profiting by his sister's dis-
honor, and by betraying all his employers,

Therefore, It seems that a Roxburghe baby,
even If reared with the utmost physical and
moral precautions, may unexpectedly develop
the bloodthirsty temper of a mediaeval border baron,
the morals of a Restoration courtesan, the gross appe:
tites of a Falstafl, the capacity for duplicity asnd in-
trigue of an Hllzabethan statesman, and the bibulous
tendencles of an eighteenth century “three bottle
squire,”

The Duchess may glve her son all the physical sur-
roundings necesgary for perfect development. He will

live larzely in the open air. He will run about with
bare feet, wearing clothing very loose at the

neck and walst, He wlll sleep In a hammock
when he I8 very young, because that
most closely corresponds to pre-natal
conditions.

The housse In which he lives
will ba sterilized and per-
fectly ventilated. He

of the First Noble Eugenic Baby.

will live almost entirely on cereals and vegetables
while he is a child, becanse they ars the bLest food
for growing tissues,

His mother took many precautlons bafore his hirth,
Ha was born in a specially constructed hyglenie apart-
ment in Chesterfield House, London. The great event
did not take place at Floors Castle, the Roxburghe ances.
tral seat, becauss tha surroundings might have tended
to revive ancestral tendencles. His mother slept In the
open alr us much as possible before his birth.

The physical part of his tralning muy be carried out’
perfectly, and yet It may ba rendered entirely worthless
by the outeropping of old evll ancestral characteristles,
His first particlpation in a game of football may ravive
the brutal temper of the border baron. ‘The sight of a
pretty figure when he lg & growing youllh may bring
forth all the sensual characteristics of the Restoration
profligates. A glass of wine may awake Lhe old tippling
habits of many generations.

The young bhelr enjoys the iitle of Marquis of Bow-
mont from birth. He must, of course, be taken before long
to his ancestral home, Floors Castle, The sight of this
magnificent house, with its family portraits and armor;
the deference with which he will be treated; the nduln-
tion of the tenantry, and the general luxury of his sur-
roundings, must prove strong factorsin reawalkening the
old, ginful, self-indulgent tendencles Inherited from
twenty generations,

The almost inevitable pull toward luxurious lving in

i I A
The Duchess of Roxburghe (May Goelet, of New York), the Mother %

one who f8 =»
child of dukes

and mlilllonalres

will doubtlegs ba \
one of the greatest \
ohstacles to the
Duchess's ambition
to rulse 8 eugeni-
cally perfect son

The young noblaman’s
oduciation will he directed
g6 as to hold in ¢heck the
evil ancestrial tendenciea
which ara most llkely to
recur,. Some of his ances
fors have had good qualittes, and his traln
ers will endeavor to bring thess out.

Many Interesting facts In heredity have recently bean
deduced from the obeervatlon of animals. It has been
found that coertain Important gualities are transmitted
to offspring by one sex alone. Thus it has bean found
that high egz yield in hens and good milking yleld in
cows are qualities transmitted by the male parent only.

It lg argued that analogous rules muost apply with
regard to buman belpgs, if the Duchesa of Roxburghe
knew which Important quallties are transmitted through
oue sex alone, she waould have a hetter prospoct of de-
veloping those qualities in lier son; but, unfortunately,
sclence has not vet establlshed the necessary rules with
sufficient clearness in the human race

The facts and arguments given here prove that a task
supremely foteresting, hut of almost unparalleled dlffi-
culty, lles before the Duchess of Roxburghe in trylog to
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“What will she do with these ghosts of the bad Roxburghes-—-wicked
old ancestors who claim their toll in the babe through his hereditary instincts?
Can the mother protect him, even in his eugenic glass, against them ?”

—_—
—

How Potatoes Poison You

the polsons to be found In varlous foods

of common consumption has not left
the humble potato entirely seatheless. “The
polsomous alkzaleld and glucocold known as
solanine,” |s declared by the London Lancet
to be a normal constituent of the healthy po-
tato, although In a small degree. When po-
tatoes are beglnning to sprout, however, this
alkalold ircreases rapidly, and In the gkin of
the toothsome tuber especially, it may be
found In quantities that are likely to prove
dangerous.

The polson of the potato, llke the poison
of the peanut I8 one to which comparatively
few peonle are susceptible, but to those, very
gmall quatitiee set up a great deal of dis-
turbance, 1L not Infrequently happens that
ililnesses of unknown origin come from the
eating of foods which are healthful to the
mnjority of people, hut which have a direct
toxle effect on others.

T‘HE cloge investigation being made into

malke a eugenically perfect child of her son.

On the other hand, this particular alkaloid
i8 valuable as a sedative In cases of naryous
pains and it Is also helpful in keeping down
fever. To any one suffering from neuralgla,
a plentiful usa of potatoes is helpful in sooth-
ing the nerves and guieting the paln, more
so, frequently, than the same drug admln:
{stered in a concentrated form, because !t Is
more evenly abeorbed by the body when
taken as a part of the regular food supply.

Aslde from this one injurious factor, the
potato passes the test of examination well,
No such accusation has been lodged against
It az has been directed upon the turnip and
the justly suspecled cereals, especially corn
and rys, and it has been declared to be aven
more nutritlous than was commonly sup-
posed If, however, a pudding is to he
judzed by the eating of it, surely the potato
needs to do nothing in sell-defence but point
to the race which dines on it most freely,
and rest its case. :
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Tt is an Interesting faect that had the Duchesa of Rox-
burghe never succeeded in producing an heir the title
wonld still have descended to the child of an Amerlcan
girl, Her busband's next brother, Lord Alastalr Innes
Ker married Miss Anne Dreese. daughter of W. L.
Hreese of New York., She has two handsome sons who
desplte the absence of the latest eugenle precautions
seem well quallied to becoms exceptionally fine dukes

In spite of the prospective loss of a dukedom for her-
golf and her children, Lady Alassair Innas Ker ex-
pressed a kindly hope that her sister-in-law might suc-
ceeded In producing a son, because she has so much
more money to leave to tha llttle duke. The Duchess
inherited the largest seotion of New York real estate
possessed by anyons outside the Astor family,

e
Little Eugenists Playing Balt §8
Adam's Guise.




